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[…] will be entirely involved in the “project for the future”  that the Mediterranean communities are willing to accomplish, in a renewed pact between the city 
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We can build a new development’s model, with new values. Sicily (and South) is taken as the hub of a new art’s development, the nerve center of economic, 
politic, social and creative growth. It has its roots in a meeting of cultures.
The last fifty years, Sicily, making an attempt to produce a renewed contemporary art, has produced more than 160 works left unfinished. They are signs of 
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Siciliano”. We’ll research together materials, techniques and construction methods for the realization and the construction of 
the final installation.
All 30 participants will have the opportunity to cooperate in building a unique work. It will made up of their own artistic 
contributions and it will live trough their various simultaneous performances.

The workshop will take place around the building site of CASA 4, and the field will host the laboratory of the creative team work. 
An “Incompiuto Siciliano” will be part and scenario of the ephemeral installation.

9th - 20th September 2010

ephemeralartsconnection.wordpress.com
FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE EPHEMERAL VISIT THE WORKSHOP’S OFFICIAL BLOG:

EPHEMERAL

Everything is ephemeral, because everything is subjected to the flow 
and transformation of the life. Buildings, all forms of artworks, sculptures, 
paintings, music, theater, movies ... The ephemeral is conceived as the link 
between the contemporary arts. Its transformative performance is related to 
the transformation of materials, their origins, application, cycle of life, death, 
recycling ... the ephemeral is able to be a new experimental paradigm for 
sustainable development.

ARTS’ CONNECTION

The value of the interaction between arts is strongly related to the dialogue 
between cultures.
We do not need selective and rigid categories of arts and of cultures and 
we want to explore the richness of the combined value of arts and cultures 
working together. They’ll operate simultaneously, they won’t have limits or 
boundaries and they’ll cooperate at a new equal culture of making.
On the footsteps of Watermill Center Laboratory founded by Bob 
Wilson, we learn the miraculous developing of global network transcending 
age, experience, social, religious and cultural backgrounds.
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From the September 9th to the 20th will take place the Ephemeral Arts Connection_International 
Workshop in Sicily organized by  Elisava and Stardust*. A maximum of 30 artist will be selected to 
conceive and realize an ephemeral art work and a performance inside an “Incompiuto Siciliano” (Sicilian 
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With the project of the Casa 4, where the laboratory of the workshop will take place, Stardust* have 
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change. An architecture that controls the origins of its materials with the consciousness that, one day, 
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PROJECT’S DETAILS

From the September 9th to the 20th will take place the Ephemeral Arts Connection_International 
Workshop in Sicily organized by  Elisava and Stardust*. A maximum of 30 artist will be selected to 
conceive and realize an ephemeral art work and a performance inside an “Incompiuto Siciliano” (Sicilian 
Unaccomplished building). In this context the ephemeral becomes the paradigm of the sustainable 
contemporary architecture and of the connection in between arts.
The workshop is open to scientist, architects, photographers, designer, students and artists of 
every discipline that together with the tutors will explore new models of development though the 
“ephemeral”.
According to the manifesto of the “Incompiuto Siciliano” from Alterazioni Video the “Incompiuto” is one 
of the italian architectural styles much important from the post-war period until today. Stardust* propose 
with the workshop Ephemeral 2010 to reuse the Sicilian Unaccomplished Buildings (“Incompiuto 
Siciliano”) to create spaces where the international artistic talent can find expression, to convert this 
places in new cultural and economic engines for the territory.
With the project of the Casa 4, Stardust* has been working on the idea of “non finito” (unfinished) in a 
positive way, building an architecture open to the transformation, capable to readapt its functions to the 
needs of the contemporary society in constant change. An architecture that controls the origins of its 
materials with the consciousness that, one day, this materials will be transformed from the environmental 
damage or reused form the humans.
Only when also the architecture (buildings) will be conceived as “ephemeral” in all its scales we will 
learn to control the origins of its materials and to recycle them. We will define functions capable to 
change and we will look for the energetic equilibrium with the environment.
This idea becomes essential in our age when the functional needs change constantly, the typological 
definitions are confused and we have the necessity to recycle quickly the architectural space and 
materials.
The laboratory of the workshop will take place around the building site of the Casa 4 with the objective 
of breaking the idea of the hypothetic superiority of the “lasting architecture” (the buildings) respect the 
ephemeral arts (temporary) and performative arts.
The interdisciplinary art work is deeply inspired to the Watermill Center (New York) of Robert Wilson 
that supports the event. It will be the way of organizing the work. 
The Selected artist will research conceptually an experimentally the idea of “ephemeral” with important 
international experts such us the  architect Bea Goller (Germany, Spain), will use digital tools and 
advanced materials  with the director of MAG LAB (Materials Advanced Architecture Generative 
Laboratory) Aref Maksoud (Syria) and will delve into the “performative art” with the Norwegian artist 
Marita Isobel Solberg

The capitalist model whose center of gravity is in the U.S. and in the northern hemisphere, has generated a resources’ depauperation. A model that has 
transformed “Europe as a territorial zipper and the Mediterranean area as a simple connector. The crisis we are passing trough is not just economic or 
productive and social but is, overall, the crisis of a cultural system and of a consequential planned system for the future [...] The challenge in front of us, is to 
oppose to the mad core of the turbo-capitalism that has produced a flat and always similar architecture and transgenic cities [...] the strength of a responsible 
and networking planning of the Mediterranean area. […] From South as main centre of the project and from Sicily it radiates a powerful energy of renewal. 
[…] will be entirely involved in the “project for the future”  that the Mediterranean communities are willing to accomplish, in a renewed pact between the city 
and the territory, the environment and the landscape.” (Maurizio Carta, Mediterraneo_Liquid Project)
We can build a new development’s model, with new values. Sicily (and South) is taken as the hub of a new art’s development, the nerve center of economic, 
politic, social and creative growth. It has its roots in a meeting of cultures.
The last fifty years, Sicily, making an attempt to produce a renewed contemporary art, has produced more than 160 works left unfinished. They are signs of 
a collective memory that are waiting a new definition and meaning in the sicilian landscape.

We’ll build together a new model of creative development, with the self-construction of an “object to live” inside an “Incompiuto 
Siciliano”. We’ll research together materials, techniques and construction methods for the realization and the construction of 
the final installation.
All 30 participants will have the opportunity to cooperate in building a unique work. It will made up of their own artistic 
contributions and it will live trough their various simultaneous performances.

The workshop will take place around the building site of CASA 4, and the field will host the laboratory of the creative team work. 
An “Incompiuto Siciliano” will be part and scenario of the ephemeral installation.

9th - 20th September 2010

ephemeralartsconnection.wordpress.com
FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE EPHEMERAL VISIT THE WORKSHOP’S OFFICIAL BLOG:

EPHEMERAL

Everything is ephemeral, because everything is subjected to the flow 
and transformation of the life. Buildings, all forms of artworks, sculptures, 
paintings, music, theater, movies ... The ephemeral is conceived as the link 
between the contemporary arts. Its transformative performance is related to 
the transformation of materials, their origins, application, cycle of life, death, 
recycling ... the ephemeral is able to be a new experimental paradigm for 
sustainable development.

ARTS’ CONNECTION

The value of the interaction between arts is strongly related to the dialogue 
between cultures.
We do not need selective and rigid categories of arts and of cultures and 
we want to explore the richness of the combined value of arts and cultures 
working together. They’ll operate simultaneously, they won’t have limits or 
boundaries and they’ll cooperate at a new equal culture of making.
On the footsteps of Watermill Center Laboratory founded by Bob 
Wilson, we learn the miraculous developing of global network transcending 
age, experience, social, religious and cultural backgrounds.

OUTPUT

 
SUPPORTED BY       

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND PROJECT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PALERMO (ITALY)   
MUNICIPALITY OF MARSA�
WATERMILL CENTER FOUNDED BY ROBERT WILSON (NEW YORK, USA)



The capitalist model whose center of gravity is in the U.S. and in the northern hemisphere, has generated a resources’ depauperation. A model that has 
transformed “Europe as a territorial zipper and the Mediterranean area as a simple connector. The crisis we are passing trough is not just economic or 
productive and social but is, overall, the crisis of a cultural system and of a consequential planned system for the future [...] The challenge in front of us, is to 
oppose to the mad core of the turbo-capitalism that has produced a flat and always similar architecture and transgenic cities [...] the strength of a responsible 
and networking planning of the Mediterranean area. […] From South as main centre of the project and from Sicily it radiates a powerful energy of renewal. 
[…] will be entirely involved in the “project for the future”  that the Mediterranean communities are willing to accomplish, in a renewed pact between the city 
and the territory, the environment and the landscape.” (Maurizio Carta, Mediterraneo_Liquid Project)
We can build a new development’s model, with new values. Sicily (and South) is taken as the hub of a new art’s development, the nerve center of economic, 
politic, social and creative growth. It has its roots in a meeting of cultures.
The last fifty years, Sicily, making an attempt to produce a renewed contemporary art, has produced more than 160 works left unfinished. They are signs of 
a collective memory that are waiting a new definition and meaning in the sicilian landscape.

We’ll build together a new model of creative development, with the self-construction of an “object to live” inside an “Incompiuto 
Siciliano”. We’ll research together materials, techniques and construction methods for the realization and the construction of 
the final installation.
All 30 participants will have the opportunity to cooperate in building a unique work. It will made up of their own artistic 
contributions and it will live trough their various simultaneous performances.

The workshop will take place around the building site of CASA 4, and the field will host the laboratory of the creative team work. 
An “Incompiuto Siciliano” will be part and scenario of the ephemeral installation.

9th - 20th September 2010

ephemeralartsconnection.wordpress.com
FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE EPHEMERAL VISIT THE WORKSHOP’S OFFICIAL BLOG:

EPHEMERAL

Everything is ephemeral, because everything is subjected to the flow 
and transformation of the life. Buildings, all forms of artworks, sculptures, 
paintings, music, theater, movies ... The ephemeral is conceived as the link 
between the contemporary arts. Its transformative performance is related to 
the transformation of materials, their origins, application, cycle of life, death, 
recycling ... the ephemeral is able to be a new experimental paradigm for 
sustainable development.

ARTS’ CONNECTION

The value of the interaction between arts is strongly related to the dialogue 
between cultures.
We do not need selective and rigid categories of arts and of cultures and 
we want to explore the richness of the combined value of arts and cultures 
working together. They’ll operate simultaneously, they won’t have limits or 
boundaries and they’ll cooperate at a new equal culture of making.
On the footsteps of Watermill Center Laboratory founded by Bob 
Wilson, we learn the miraculous developing of global network transcending 
age, experience, social, religious and cultural backgrounds.

OUTPUT

 
SUPPORTED BY       

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND PROJECT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PALERMO (ITALY)   
MUNICIPALITY OF MARSA�
WATERMILL CENTER FOUNDED BY ROBERT WILSON (NEW YORK, USA)



The work of these three tutors will be associated with the lectures of
Santi Centineo - stage designer
Giacomo Di Girolamo - journalist
Lucy Giuliano - architect expert in “Topografia del Trauma”
Maurizio Carta - Urban planner and Town Councillor for Architectural Heritage and Strategic Plan
Alterazioni Video - Artists’s Collective 

Registration deadline: July 20th 2010

Registration fee (hotel included): 600 €

Registration fee (hotel not included): 450 €

Personal transportation to reach and leave the workshop location is not included.



PROGRAM

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION TO THE INCOMPIUTO

9 September _ Arrival in Marsala

10 September _ Welcome and Presentation of the workshop Bea Goller, Ephemeral. Visit to “Monumento ai 
Mille”, Marsala.
Lecture_Giacomo Di Girolamo, The difficult story of Monumento ai Mille. Laboratory in 
Casa 4, Marsala. [Sleep in Marsala]

LAND ART PROJECT

11 September _ Visit to Gibellina + Cretto di Burri_Lucy Giuliano.
Laboratory in Casa 4, Marsala. [Sleep in Marsala]

12 September _ Organization of the works and the materials, Sicilian Unfinished + Santi Centineo, Allestimento 
come interno
di paesaggio, Deriva Siciliana, Laboratory. Laboratory in Casa 4, Marsala. [Sleep in Marsala]

13 September _ Visit to Casa Vittoria by Oscar Tusquets Blanca
and Lluis Clotet in Pantelleria, Lecture_Francesco Ducato.
[Sleep in Marsala]

14 September _ Laboratory in Casa 4, Marsala. [Sleep in Marsala]

INCOMPIUTO’S REINTERPRETATION

15 September _Visit to Giarre capital of the italian “Incompiuto”.
Directed by Alterazioni Video. [Sleep in Marsala]

16 September _ Laboratory in Casa 4, Marsala. [Sleep in Marsala]

17 September _ Laboratory in Casa 4, Marsala. [Sleep in Marsala]

18 September _ Laboratory in Casa 4, Marsala. [Sleep in Marsala]

SHOW      19 September _ Laboratory in Casa 4, Marsala. Final Event Lecture_Maurizio Carta, Mediterraneo: 
The Liquid Project. Exhibition + performance as the results of the workshop. [Sleep in Marsala] 

GOOD BYE    20 September _ General meeting with the participants to discuss
about the results of the Ephemeral workshop and to imagine together a new workshop for the 
2011_Good bye!

The capitalist model whose center of gravity is in the U.S. and in the northern hemisphere, has generated a resources’ depauperation. A model that has 
transformed “Europe as a territorial zipper and the Mediterranean area as a simple connector. The crisis we are passing trough is not just economic or 
productive and social but is, overall, the crisis of a cultural system and of a consequential planned system for the future [...] The challenge in front of us, is to 
oppose to the mad core of the turbo-capitalism that has produced a flat and always similar architecture and transgenic cities [...] the strength of a responsible 
and networking planning of the Mediterranean area. […] From South as main centre of the project and from Sicily it radiates a powerful energy of renewal. 
[…] will be entirely involved in the “project for the future”  that the Mediterranean communities are willing to accomplish, in a renewed pact between the city 
and the territory, the environment and the landscape.” (Maurizio Carta, Mediterraneo_Liquid Project)
We can build a new development’s model, with new values. Sicily (and South) is taken as the hub of a new art’s development, the nerve center of economic, 
politic, social and creative growth. It has its roots in a meeting of cultures.
The last fifty years, Sicily, making an attempt to produce a renewed contemporary art, has produced more than 160 works left unfinished. They are signs of 
a collective memory that are waiting a new definition and meaning in the sicilian landscape.

We’ll build together a new model of creative development, with the self-construction of an “object to live” inside an “Incompiuto 
Siciliano”. We’ll research together materials, techniques and construction methods for the realization and the construction of 
the final installation.
All 30 participants will have the opportunity to cooperate in building a unique work. It will made up of their own artistic 
contributions and it will live trough their various simultaneous performances.

The workshop will take place around the building site of CASA 4, and the field will host the laboratory of the creative team work. 
An “Incompiuto Siciliano” will be part and scenario of the ephemeral installation.

9th - 20th September 2010

ephemeralartsconnection.wordpress.com
FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT THE EPHEMERAL VISIT THE WORKSHOP’S OFFICIAL BLOG:

EPHEMERAL

Everything is ephemeral, because everything is subjected to the flow 
and transformation of the life. Buildings, all forms of artworks, sculptures, 
paintings, music, theater, movies ... The ephemeral is conceived as the link 
between the contemporary arts. Its transformative performance is related to 
the transformation of materials, their origins, application, cycle of life, death, 
recycling ... the ephemeral is able to be a new experimental paradigm for 
sustainable development.

ARTS’ CONNECTION

The value of the interaction between arts is strongly related to the dialogue 
between cultures.
We do not need selective and rigid categories of arts and of cultures and 
we want to explore the richness of the combined value of arts and cultures 
working together. They’ll operate simultaneously, they won’t have limits or 
boundaries and they’ll cooperate at a new equal culture of making.
On the footsteps of Watermill Center Laboratory founded by Bob 
Wilson, we learn the miraculous developing of global network transcending 
age, experience, social, religious and cultural backgrounds.
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE

The workshop invites all the people interested to express their creativity, sensitive to the themes proposed 
(scientists, engineers, architects, designers, artists, photographers, dancers, musicians, botanists, 
students…). Thirty people will be selected to attend the workshop, through the evaluation of the curriculum 
delivered. The knowledge of English language is required.

To participate you are required to send to ephemeral2010@gmail.com until the 20th of July 
2010:

#1 Brief curriculum in one A4 page
#1 Photo of you (10×15 cm)
#1 Portfolio containing no more than 5 pages A3 with sketches, drawings, photos, paintings and others. IF 
you want you can also send videos (no more than 20 Mb or a link to YouTube, Vimeo or similar) or sound 
files (no more than 20Mb).
#1 A4 page in which you answer the question: Why would you like to participate to the Ephemeral 
Workshop?

If the application is accepted by the Ephemeral Organization the participant will be asked to pay 200 € as 
a pre-registration fee. This fee won’t be refundable.

Registration fee: 600 €

Registration fee if you don’t need the hotel: 450€ (The transportation from your location to the workshop 
and vice-versa is not included).

Registration Deadline: 20th july 2010

Maximum number of participant: 30. If this number is reached before the 20th of July 2010 the registration 
period will be closed.

The registration fee includes the room and board during the period of workshop (from the 9th to the 20th of 
September) and the transportation for the activities of the workshop. Each participant will reach/leave the 
Ephemeral location at the beginning/end of the workshop with a self arranged transportation (if you need 
information about the simplest way to get the Ephemeral location please email to ephemeral2010@gmail.
com).

At the end of the workshop each participant will receive a certificate of participation from all the institutions 
organizing, supporting and collaborating with the Ephemeral. The Ephemeral 2010 correspond to 8 
academical credits.  
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CASA 4

4 as us 4
as the 4 seasons 
and the 4 elements

Casa 4 is a project by Francesco Ducato/Stardust*. A family house in the country-side of Marsala in Sicily 
(Italy).

Casa 4* works on the idea of “unfinished” (non finito). 

Picasso wrote: “Unfinished, a picture remains alive, dangerous. A finished work is a dead work, killed”.

Based on this concept the project works on an open program, capable to absorb the transformations related to 
the constantly changing needs of a contemporary family.

The Casa 4 can become the Casa 5, 6…The structure has been calculated to allow its vertical development and 
its position on the land-lot makes possible its horizontal development. 

In this way the project becomes a reinterpretation in a positive way of the phenomenon of the Sicilian (and Italian) 
Incompletion so present in the landscape that has been defined by the collective of artists Alterazioni Video as 
one of the  more relevant italian architectural styles from the Second World war until today.

In this sense the Casa 4 is “unfinished” and ephemeral (temporary) architecture. Its typology, functions and 
materials have been thought keeping in consideration their origins, transformation and reuse.

Its pergola, the technological “dammuso”, is the link between the Casa 4 and the nature. Thanks to the pergola, 
the nature reoccupy a space that was taken for the construction of the house. 
The pergola is also the place where the technological devices are placed. They are used to get the energy from 
the natural forces (mainly the sun and the wind) to make of the Casa 4 a cell of energy production instead of 
consumption.

Around the building site of the Casa 4 will be realized the laboratory of the international workshop Ephemeral 
Arts Connection establishing a conceptual link between the contemporary architecture, the ephemeral arts and 
the sicilian incompletion.

*The Casa 4 is considered one of the most relevant projects of contemporary architecture realized by young 
emergent sicilian architects. Has been published and exposed in several italian and international context. In 
2007 the project has been selected for the exhibition “Italian Style” in Chicago and in 2010 has been part of the 
exhibition “SiciliaOlanda 2.0” together with other 9 projects from young sicilian architects and 4 projects of young 
architects form Netherlands selected by the NAI (Netherlands Architecture Institute). In this exhibition met for 
first time the project “Sicilian Incompletion” from Alterazioni Video and the Casa 4 that in two different but parallel 
ways work on the idea of “incompletion” and “unfinished” during the last years.







ELISAVA is the leading design school in Barcelona. Its focus is professional and international and it is a 
pioneer in providing official degrees developed by the new European Space for Higher Education.
 
Created in 1961, ELISAVA is the leading design school created in Spain and delivers an innovative, 
creative, cross-disciplinary range of education and research services that are closely aligned with the 
professional world. It works extensively with companies, institutions and universities at local, national 
and international levels.
 
ELISAVA is a learning centre affiliated to Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF), and offers official degrees in 
Design, Engineering Building and Engineering in Industrial Design developed by the European Space 
for Higher Education. It also provides professional graduate programmes, including Spain’s first official 
Masters Degree in Design & Communication, as well as specialist design courses for professionals 
and companies. These are in response to new emerging careers and are delivered to the high levels of 
quality and creative personality that are hallmarks of the School’s excellent reputation.
 
The School’s new building on Barcelona’s La Rambla (an area of great historical and cultural interest) 
brings together more than 2.200 students and 870 teachers and associates with broad teaching 
experience and successful professional careers. Every year, the School also attracts renowned 
professionals who enhance teaching and research activities with lectures, talks, seminars, exhibitions 
and workshops.
 
Being part of ELISAVA means being part of a dynamic, creative, innovative environment and learning 
from its diversity of, disciplines, perspectives and cultures.



Stardust* was born in the November 2008 from an idea of Carla Athayde and Francesco Ducato.

Working in an international scale and in different art fields produced the need to develop a studio not 
worried about disciplinary definitions, not dedicated to specialization but concentrated in the construc-
tion of new realities defining relations of abilities and talents for each project.

The idea came from the need to “reveal” the connection between the different creative experiences and 
improve the mystery of this connection.

Stardust* is the result of an intuition and is a factory of intuitions.

Stardust* is a studio that operates in the field of the arts with a strong creativity impregnated by the cul-
ture of making. Creation and production work together to realize projects of high quality and efficiency. 
In this way the management becomes part of the creative process giving guaranties of success to the 
client and to the Stardust* team.

Against the idea of StarSystem we believe on the idea of strong, talented and qualified individualities, 
able to share their know how with the objective of a critic, innovative and responsible transformation of 
their physical and cultural environment. Meaning with environment every material or virtual space with 
its peculiarities.

Stardust* is at the moment developing projects in Spain, Italy, Brazil and USA and has not geographical 
limits.

We invite you to participate in our actual projects and to generate new ones together.

Stardust* team
Carla Athayde
Francesco Ducato
Serena Del Puglia
Achilles Cosmopolitan’s
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